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OHARLES SUMNER.

A TRIBUTE FROM FRANCE,

MR AUGUSTE LAUGHL'S ARTICLE IN THE REVUE DES
PRUX MONDES.
[rROM THE REOULAR CORRESFONDENT OF THE TRIMUNE. |

Loxpox, June 19.—An article on Charles Somner
jn the current nuniber of the Rerue des Deur Mondes
deserves attention on several gronnds. The periodi-
cal in which it appears is the most important in En-
yope. The article is the only one 1 have soen pub-
lished in Europe sttempting to give an adequate
account of the dead statesmaun. Its author, Mr. Au-
guste Langel, knew Mr. Bumner well envugh to be
able to maks his narrative in parts a personal
one. M. Langel has been for many years the privite
secrotary of the Due d’Anmale, and is still better
known by his writings on seience and by his careful
and ahle bouk on England, where he resided for
many years. He has visited Ameriea, with which
close personal tics unite lim, and he is one of few
Jiving Frenchmen to whom English and American
affairs are not a sealod beok. Mr. Spmner's acqualnt-
ance with distinguisied Europeaus of many coun-
tries waa very large: by his European reputation be
sot groat store, aud of the many tributes offered to
his memory he would value not least an elaborate
potice in tha Kevue des Denz Mondes doing jnstice to
the aims of his life, and nssigning him gomething
like his true place in the history of his country,

This, Mr. Langel’'s paper, on the whole, may be
gaid to do. Thut there should be mistakes in it, and
wrong appreciations of the part played by Mr. Sum-
ner in cerbain great events, is but mataral. The
Alabama business sud the separation of Mr. Sumner
from the Republican party are instances. Bat the
distortions of fact are certainly unintentioual, and
are less numerous than we are acoustomed to expect
in a European statement about American affuirs;
or. I might sav, an American statement about Earo-
penn affuirs, since the virtues of perfectly accurate
kvowledge and perfectly just estimate of each
other's doings ate 1ot too common in the nations of
either hemisphere.

Mr. Laugol regards Mr. Sumuer a8 one of the three
representative men of the American epoch; the one
who emancipated the blacks, aud who, with Lincoln
aud Seward, saved the American Union. Sowe of
us would substitute another name thap Seward's in
this Trinity, no doubt, but from Mr. Laugel’s puint
of view, Seward represented the Union abroad, and
defended it against unbelieving Earope, when ready
to declare itself an snemy; Lincoln personified it in
the cyes of the people; Smmper was its legislator.

It was at the time of Mr. Sumner's visit to Paris,
after the Brooks ontrage, when his life was a
wartyrdom, and in the intervals of the erucl opera-
tiong be endured, that Mr, Laugel first saw him,
His memory is of aman of lofty statare, his head |
covered with Jnxuriant loeks, imposing, emiling
readily spite of his sufferings; there was nokility in
bis featuress his voice was grave, deep, nnd slow; |
his whole person gave vou the sense of great foroe in
ropose, [ may searcely speak,” adds Mr. Laugel,
of Iis exquisite courtesy aud his Kindliness. Ho had

an ionsatiable intellizonee, wanted to know every-
thing, men aud things not to gratify a barpen curi-
psity, but 08 o statesman who despises nothing and

observes without ceasing.” Imperial society had
little attraction for him: his political ideas as well
as his literary tastes led m rather to serk the old
Parlicmentary leaders, M. Guizot, M. de Montalem-
bert, the Due de Broghe, M.de Toequeville, The
Empire secmed to lim a mere nccident, and be was
astonishied to see ¥rench Liberals sabmissive and
despondent. While most Americans; came to Paris
onlv to enjoy the splendors of the capital, Sumner
occupicd himsolf with affaire, and his peoetrating
eyo piereed the depths of the future and foresaw the
ruin of that fragile progperity.

Next Mr. Lange! saw lim at his home in Doston,
in the litile bouse in Hancock-st., in a room hung
with portraits engraved by Nantewl. Mr, Bumuoer
showed his visitor Boston in the way be loved to
ghow it to foreigners of distinetion, indetail—the
Boston of that day and Doston as it wasin its
cradle; them Cambridge and the incomparuble
country which lies about the city. They visited
Garrison, whom Mr. Laugel found modest and
Eindly—a strange contrast, certainly, fo the bitter
smd quernlons nian who in Jate years pursued Mr.
Sumuver aud many another comrade in the anti-
Sinvery fight with raneor and base reproacbes.
They passed happy hours in the company of the
cirele of friends whom Mr. Langel deseribes as pos-
sossing “ something of the enthusiasm of an ancient
poetie pleind, friendslups without a trace of jenl-
ousy, the most lively curiosity abwout Europe—its
writers more than its sovervigns and statesmen—the
greatest calm amid the stie of civilwar, yet filled with
th & most ardent patriotism, a grave and restrained
emotion which took nothing from the charm of the l
most amiable bospitality, Al these men felt that
they wera occnpied with a noble work, fashioning
the thonght of o young nation dazzled by its own
hopes, already proud enough to valne intellee-
#ual greatness above that of things waterial. This
pentiment breathed in the ougnst gravity of Emer-
gon, in the Olympisn sweetness of Longfellow, in
the grace of Lowell, in Holmes's wit, in tho ardar
of Agnstiz.”  Some weeks later Mr. Langal met Mr,
Sumwner at Washington, and was introduced by him
to Sewmrd and President Lincoln. He was con-
vineed that the President bad a profound respect for
the Mossachnsetts Sepator. In his prescnce Lineolo
permitted bimself none of those sallies which in-
deod be wused labitwally ooly te shut the
mouths of indiscreet or importuanate persons,
Put showed rather  the sadness  which
was really  the basis of his character, and
his somewhat uncultivated good gense mought for
lessons and gave counsels at the same time, Sum-
Der's enetnies were unmerous, bat Mr. Lineoin would
do nothing to weaken Lim. His Kiondliness in the
end dissipatsd Sumner’s early fears; their tone of
mind was wholly difforent, but their alliance, hased
on mutual respect, beeame n real friendship. I re-
gret that [ have no room for the very interesting
picture of Seward which follows, and of Mr, Sum-
ner's relations with him. To Mr, Laungel Mr. Sumner
was evidently the central figure at Wushington,
The foreign mimsters sought him as a man to be de-
pended on, and for the interest of Lis conversation, |
and be always bed wue frignds among them, His
life was most laborious; he rose early, received
_visits, wrote his reports, and every day was iy hlg
place in the Senate. At that time he was continu-
ally occupred with the measures of detail which
were to follow the abolition of Hlavery, aud give
the negro eivil rights as well ss liberty., Here isa
wivid scene:

One duy T was talking on the floor of the Bouate with
Mr. Bumner and Mr. Reverdy Johoson, who was among
the opposition. A Eenstor frem Kentueky, fermerly
Governor of that frontior Btate, approsched Bamner and
said: ** Well, when are you going to acoept the twenty-
five negroes 1 have been offering yom those 1iree
months? I will pay thelr traveling expenses. Yonr
Iaw (& debate wWias gmiug on wpon the law relating Le the
wives and children of the blacks entisted in the Federsl
wrmy) will only reduce more of them to distress.  Where
are you going to stop! You are ruluing the country.
You are very good to go on telking aboot the Coustitu-
tion, Trample it openly under foot. The coustitutional
argumenls you use as Beoator you would lapgh at as &
fawyer; all your Boston Inwyers would laugh at them
with you.” He laked jo this way & long tms with o
wort of sugry and suvage famillarity. Bumper lstened
withiout anawering & word. * You see then," sald he
%o we, * that e whst [ bave borue for years, by the
way io which they treat us now that our parly I8 i
power, you may Judge what went on bere formerly."

Quitting Washington to visit the army, Mr. Langel
took a letter from Sumner to Gen. Grant. What
followed | wust translate in full :

Gon, Graut s coid sod sient ; be had ordered a toul
0 be given me ut his beadquarters, but duriug wy bref
DU L BoVeE MW LS CEpCPS eb GILLLT, WAILL Wk e

short as it was frogal. Hardly a word was spoken, 1
remember that one day ono of the stall spoke of an
altack to be made at the mouth of & river, sud sald that
the bar at low tide had 16 feet of water omit. Grant
ridsed hls bead ; elghteon feot,” sald be ; aod every-
budy beid his tovgue. When I was ready to depart, L
wave notlee the day before, as the rule was, That day,
wfter dinoer, the General, who usually retired at onee to
bis tent, did we the honor to ask me to take a short
walk with lnm, It was slmost evening, in the month of
Junuary, “You brought men letter from Sumner,”
#ald he. T dou't coneern myself with polities, but they
fay 1o the newspapers that 1 belong to the Demoeratio
party, You may eay to Snmner that T am, befors every-
thing, the servant of the Unlon and of the Government;
that for his friends, aud especiaily for him, [ bave no
feeling bui esteem, He does his work lo the Benate ; I
am doing wioe, a8 well as L eun, bere, sud 1 hope we
aball soon be in Richmond,"

These words, spoken ot a time when the Demo-
crats based great hopes on Grant, were proncuneed,
says Mr. Laugel, with the groatesy simplicity ; and
the anccdote, like many otbers he tells, is a contri-
bution to the bistory of those eventful days. Grant
scemed to him cold at first, with o sort of timidity
contracted in the solitudes of the West, austere in
his life and dress, indefatigable, impassive, with
every mark of command, an active, tenacious, in-
exorable will, one of those men without weskuess
or pliancy, born to put down eivil war, and too
deeply imbued with the convictions of Lis race to
think of ending it otherwise than iu the interest of

law.
Mr, Laugel's strong prepocsession in Gen. Grant's

favor becomes more evident as he takes up the un-
bappy story of his quarrel with Mr. Sumner, The
position of the latter gave him, as Mr. Langel sees,
n species of control over the Exeeutive in forvign ap-
pointmeuts and affairs, and he intimates that Mr,
Sumner alused somewhat the authority which he
possessed, and wanted the appearanee as well as the
reality of power, Gen. Grant, on Ins side, was un-
yielding, * He had not the accessibility, the untir-
ing patience, the openness of Lincoln, and Sumner
soun felt that an invisible hand was drawing him
asunder from a President who was silent, reserved,
aceustomed to certain familinr faces, and who bated
all discussion, Then eame Sauto Domingo, as to
whichh Mr. Laugel thinks Mr, Swmner right, but
that the President was jostly offended with Sum-
ner's direct and personal attack on him; that,
furthermore, though the Senator triumphed,
he had overrated his strength, and forgot that
the men who followed him in success would not
follow Mlim in disgrace. I do not dispute
Mr. Laugel's r1ight to take the view be
doce of the facts, though they are eertainly imper-
foetly known to ki, But he is earried away by
his partisanship on this question, and says of Mr,
summner, after his removal from his chainmauship,
that, from that moment, lie pretended to consider
the Ropublican party as the mere instrument of
personal government, I do not think Mz, Sumner's
worgl enemies ever charged him in this or any other
matter with insineerity, and I cannot bat regret to
soe Mr, Laugel, who ia not to be reckoned an enemy,
so far forget lamself and what is due to the memory
of bis friend, ax to let such o word escape his pen.
He speaks of bim in the next sentence as daring to
say that instead of republicanism there wasno louger
anything but Grantism. Nor is Mr, Langel more
happy in bis account of Mr, Bumner's eonnection
with the Presidential eampaign of 1872, He repre-
gents him as reluetant to be drawn into 1t, asserts
that he wishied to take no part in it, and remarks
that be put forward the state of his health as a
pretext for eoming to Eurepe. Mr. Langel knows
better, Om the very next page he speaks of him,
aud speaks truly, as obliged to hesitato about mak-
ing the least effort, taking a walk, or paying a visit;
and further on as snffering from the wost alarming
paius and upable to get repose. 1 know, and Mr,
Laugel knows, that Mr. Sumner came ouly too late
1o Europe and returned ouly too soon, and it 18 un-
worthy of Mr. Laugel to represent him as shirking
aduty, or gving only a hinlf-liearted support to the
canse e espoused and the eandidate for whose suc-
coss hig wishes were genuine and eager,

But in #!l (his part of Lis work Mr. Laugel 1s nnder
an influcuce easy to be traced. He writes of Mr.
Greeley in terms that beteay both ignorance and dis-
like. He speaks of him as seandalizing the financial
world by theories upon paper money contrary tothe
prineiples of pohitical economy; plainly implying,
though not asserting, that Mr. Greeley, the earliest
anid most uncompromising advocate of & return to
apecie payents, was the ndvoeate of an inconvert-
ible currency, An estimable man, says (Mr. Langel,
but wrong headed ; (un esprit faur,—all the evil sense
of which is but imperfectly conveyed by the word
wrong-beaded) without energy, and the tool rather
than the leader of bis party! This is on a par with
Cluserct’s lotter in the Marseillaisd, representing Mr.
Greeley and Tae TRIBUNE a8 the American props of
the Second Empire.

On the Treaty of Washington and Mr. Sumner's
relution to it and the auestion of Jodicial Claims
Mr. Laogel is also astray. He confounds the history
of the Treaty with the history of the subsequent ne-
gotiations, but on that I will ouly stop to assure Mr.
Laugel that Mr. Sumuer was not 4n opponent of the
Treaty, bul its gnergetic snpporter, and that it eould
not have been ratified without bis support.  Beside
what Mr. Summer had himself published in his
speech on the Duel of Two Nations, Mr. Laugel
srives ug what T judge to be s remembrance of oon-
versations with Me, Sumner abont Frauce, and his
knowledge of some of Lis experiences,

At & time when the last French parliamentarinns were
liviog in the shsde, nutouched by the Hght of the vie-
torles of Behastopol, Mugenta, and Holri-rluo‘rar from
the splendors of @ court which attracted the eyes of ull
Enrope, forgotien by & people thirsting for glory, fur
riches, and for pleasnre, they were #till, tn hisz eyes, the
representntives of Fravce, Ie bad reccived and pro-
tooted Freoch refugees, as his ancestors Tl weleom +d
proseribed  Huguenote, und sometimes his generosity
nad been sisgularly misplaced, He was nlways willing
o gee heroos in those who sald they were the vietima of
liberty. Sedan he regarded as the chastisement of the
Aepond of Desember. He found Fravee esnquered,
Paris still bearing the marks of a double slege. He
visited the ruine wlieh bordered both bavks of the
feipe, and  meditated gadly on  the mwiness
of the new leonoclusts, Tie men Wwhom
formeriy he hiad known best, whom he had seen umted
1 & struggle undertaken in the nume of liberal idens, le
found separated, {11 content with each other, acensing
each otber of desertion, o was surpries] at the inola-
tion of thost Whoin be most admired, st the solitude
about eertain mamoes, at the Inaction and lsnguor of
some. He was distressed by our divisions, and counld
pot upderstand our terrors, nor sse all which had
erumbled with the wails of our fortresses feud of our
bursed palaoes; treading on the ashes of an lovasion
and efvll war, be had bis eyesstill turned toward an
leal government that should be pepular, peaceful, and
tolerant, The tamuituous movemeut of puslic affars,
where mere talk had regaioed the first place, bhid frow

pim the favisible and  deep-scated  agitation
of wonnded oational instinets. Ho saw M.
Thiers, He bad left him the still energetic

repr tative of itutlopal 1 ny, he found
Lim the hope and the stay of the Republican party.
sumper dreamed of & liberal and generous republic for
France, ln which the princes of the aucient royal family
shiculd have found a high place, and which would have
added to the material power of democracy thos: forces
of Imagination which spring out of national Mstory, He
wis surprised to feel luvisible barriers wherever be set
foot, and to broathe cverywhore diatrust, aager, and
often hatred, Tle admired the tircless ardor of M,
Thleras, and that freedom of spirit which permitied him
to pass from o discussion on the American Constitution
1o n parallel betwepn the Germun legond of Faust and
the Latin legend of Don Juan ; he was surprised (o find
that onderstanding searcely bent by his conntry's mis-
fortunes and trigmphant smid universsl defeat.

This, full of interest as it is, probably gives
a slightly one-sided notion of Mr. Bumner's opinions
on France, Gumbotta’s name is not men tioned,

eowdd Lardly by wentioned, 1 guppose, o Mo P~

ner's talks with the Due d’Aumale’s secrotary,
though it is certain that in Mr. Sumner’'s mind Gam-
betta hold a more important place than the Orleans
Princo. He saw, indesd, or wished to see, leading
men of all partiea. The Due d’Aumale invited him
to Chantilly, and himself, says Mr. Laugel, did the
lLonors of that lovely spor, driving him throngh the
grounds, and showing him that gallery of the
battles of Condé in which it seems as if Condé were
about to enter, so eompletely do you breathe there
the air of past times. Familiar with French
history, Sumner conld enjoy the charm of o
many memories, already enigmas for many o
Frenchman, Hia feeling for antiquity led him
into tho booksellers’ shops in h of old missal
(rolier bindings, books worn by age, and prints. 1
searcely know what Mr. Langel means by saving
that Mr. Bumner was neither collector nor biblio-
phile, If to love and understand and buy, in pro-
portion to his means, very largely, make a collector,
then Mr. Sumner wag one both of books aud en-
gravings. Few Americans know so much about
either as he did, or possessed so many rarities. His
happiest bours were spent with them, except per-
haps those he gpent in turning over the treasures
which the shops and libraries and galleries of Paris
offered to him.

He had to quit afl that and go back to Washing-
ton, “no longer,” says Mr. Langel, * followed by
popular acclamations, but as a defeated man, with-
out zeal, without hope, almost without an object.”
The latter is anything but accurate. Mr. Sumner
went back becanse he had an object, because ono
irresistible duty drew him, becanse ove last nct re-
mained for him to achieve. All of us urged him to
stay—all his friends in Europe. To all he turned
adeaf ear, grateful as he was for their solicitudo
ahont him. It was useless to tall him he was not
able to go back and rei‘nter the Senate aud resume
his task. He knew it better than we did.
The feeling of his mnear fate was strong
upon bim before he said good-by to England.
On the last morning of his stay, o dull
cold November morning, when for the last time I
pressed my eutreaty upon him to change his mind
and stay, he answered : * Yon are all very kind, but
Imustgo, Imuost make alast effort for my Civil
Rights bill. But for that I would stay.” To that
he deliberatoly sacrificed himsolf. As I have had,
with gincere regret, to criticise some of Mr. Lanzel's
gtatements, T am glad to close with hearty thanks
to him for the noble passags in which he concludes
his article:

With Bammner dlsappeared one of the representatives
of that vigorous generation of stutesmen who lfted
Amerlea to the hight of power where the world sees her
to-duy, aud who were the leaders wors thap the ser-
vants of democracy. Profoundly reapecting the work
of thelr futhers, they nevertheoless amonded it by oblit-
crating all teaces of an fustitution which threatened to
corcapt it. Samner honored the poople and desplsed
popularity; he wase an orator, not a tribune; never
speaking without an slw; always for & cause, not for
the vain delight of applause, Tnough a reformer, bis
spirit had nothing chumerieal about it, and there wae
el more of Grotius, Montesquien, and Blackstone o
i than of Rousseau or the Socialists, Io elalming

Hberty for the blagks, It was thoir right to the famliiy
: Ho

and to property on  which he insisted,
Lad no ipstinetive horror for aristocracles, or
for old dynasties; bhe detested only tyranny,

apd ho knew that tyranny ean put on the most dissimi-
lar masks, The most steiking teait o bils charactor was
nsincere, instinetive, completo respect for the under-
standing: lils dearest friends were poets, historians,
und thivkers, He enriclied his mind continually by
reading the great writera of every conntry. Iis cal-
lected speeches, soon to be published, will 811 more than
ten volimes, and you may flud in them, often 1nthe
midst of the driest discussions, froquent glimpses of the
Lappy world of the musos. At times a slogalar grace was
wingled with his elojquence, usually o little beavy, with
uis crushing logie and'his too exuberant knowledge.
1o & counlry at once covelous und prodigal, swollen
with strength and riches, Sumper reaained a8 o type of
the ancient time; stmple 1o manverd, disinterestod, of
refined and delicute tastes; living on the banks of the
stream wihich bore along vulgir ambitions and greeds,
his vyes stemdfustly fixed on something noble and great,
It way be said of Wim, In Bue, thet bo knew bow to
gerve at the same time, which 15 not nlways ensy, his
country and bumanity ; that be defended all bis Iife
lotig the interests of the United Stutes and thosa of an
appressed  ruoe, and suceeeded in comMumg the two
canses which were dearest to hiw, Ewgnelpation nod
the Union,

With every sentiment of this it may not he pos-
sible for us Amerieans to agres, but as a whole it is
such a judgment as Mr, Sumner's best friends may
be glad to have had pronounced in a European re-
view reaching all the best minds of many countrics.
Desiring to give what was newest in Mr. Laugel's
article, Lhuve done scant justice to much that is
best iu it : to the flow of its narrative, its lucid ac-
count of Mr. Sumner’s career, its often subtle esti-
mate of men and things American, To its attractive
and scholarly style I have of course done none at
all. but if a foreigner may have an opinion on such
a point, 1 should say that Mr. Laugel's style was
one of the principal eharms of a most accomplished

writer, G. W. 8

RAILWAY INTERESTS.
i
THE CHICAGO AND ROCK ISLAXD RAILROAD
AND THE !NEW IOWA TAW.

Ciicaco, July 1.—Hugh Riddle, Superin-
tendout of the Cileago and Rock Tsland Rallroad, has
written a long letter to Gov. Carpenter of Town, In re-
gird to the raflroad law of that State, In which, after

reviewing the law at some length, he saya ¢
While this company denies the fustice and Constitn-
tionntity of the rallroad act, it 13 isposed to subject 1t
to the test of an actual experiment, busfore  assinll-
ing it in Court. Hchedules have been arranged
in conformity with the  provisions for the
transportation of _peraons and property between
yonuis in the State of Towa. The ofeers of the Company,
LWOWEVEE, At trustees, charged with the manngement of
the propertyof we stockpolders, 1n suoh 0 munner a8 Lo
geoure Lhe Tevenne necessary fur the paytaent of operat-
g expenses, reasonnble dividends upon the stock, and
the tnterest upon the bouds, Winle engagiug i the ex-
wariment of operating that portion of the road In Towa,
o aceonirnee with the schedole waned fn the aet, it s
their duty so Lo adjust the rales applicable wo inter Btate
Commerce, a8 t sectiro from the eutire buslgess of the
Company, the revenus to which It fa entitivd. Inflexi-
ble sebedtles have uniformly beon founid tmpracticabilo
and we say fraukly that we do not believe that the
operstion of this road, iu conformily with tiis set, will
wecord with the priociples which govern coummoree, or
that the result will be sati=fuctory either he owners
of the railroad o to the people of the Siate, Tt Is hopad,
nowever, that some prscticable goud will result from
sabmitting the act lo tho tesy ¢l s Fﬂ‘uul experiment.
It msy coutribute somathiig toward elther contirming

dspelllng the new Gheorles lo re Lo Lratg
;:lrh: on ‘llili bringlog  pbout & Let Y-
derstanding  of  the  principles whith “khoun

govern the relations existing botweon the owners of
ratiroad property and the pablie, If the agtual experi-
ment shadl nmm that the continusd ohsarvance of these
schedulos will not result in o total or purtial confisca-
tion, it may nol be neseRsITy L0 Fulse any question us to
the validity of the sct; but i ke resuit shisll show toat
snch an OLSOFYRHCS MUAL Involve A permanent sareen
der of the revenaes to which the Company is entitied
from the operstion of its lines, a differout poliey will be
wdopted with the view of securing such revenue, nod
any attempt to enforee the acl as s valld law will be
resisied iu the proper Wibunala,
- -— = A
A JUDGMENT AGAINST THE NEW-ORLEANS, MO~
BILE AND TEXAS RAILROAD COMPANY.

New-OrLEANs, July 1.—The Superior Dis-
triet Court, lu the case of the Brate of Loulsiaua aguiust
{hie New-Orloans, Moblle and Texas Rallroad Compaty,
roudersd  jodgweut In  favor of the platntafls,
ordering the Company to return to the Htate 9786,000 in
bownas dated July 1, 1870, with coupons “mmif pay
the amolnt fu casb, wilh lntereat, glviug the State &
first Lien on all thelt property weat of the Missisaippl.

e

THE §MEMPHIS AND PADUCAH RAILROAD DE-
CISION.

Mesris, July 1.—The decision of Chan-

eellor Walker o regird to the Mewphis and Puducah

Rallroad, sa reported yesterday, has been modified,

owlng to the set pasaed last Winter by e Tenurssoo
Legislatire, permiliing the consollaative of Lho Missis-
slppl River and the Paduoal aud Gulf Ballroads, so that
gontructs ure not rendered nvalld ws st reporic

_Gov. Dix has appointed Jobn R. Thomas of

WASHINGTON.

A VACANCY IN THE CABINET.

MR, HALE WITHDRAWS N8 ACCEPTANCE OF THE
POSTMASTER-GENERALSHIP—MR. CRESWELL CON-
SBENTS T0O ACT AS HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT
UNTIL HIS SUCCESSOR 18 APPOINTED.

WasmiNgron, July lL—Hepresentative Hale re-
turned to Washington last night and immediately
called on President Grant to thank him for his mark
of eonfidence and friendship in tendering him the
appointment of Postmaster-General, but at the game
titie respectfully to withdraw his aceeptance of that
cffice. Mr, Hale has been in Altoona for a fow days,
und thought that he would beable to enter upon
the duties of the position to-day, as Mr. Creswell
had made his arrangements to retiro yesterday. He
had recovercd, in o slight degree, from the fatigue
incident to a long session of Congress, but the ex-
cossive heat of the few days past has so weakened
Liim a8 to compel a declination of the honor and re-
quire him to seek at his bome the rest and recupera-
tion mmperatively required. He will, therefore,
leave for his home in Maine to-morrow, The Cabinet
met at 10:30 o’clock (his morning, Messrs. Creswell
and Hale being present. All the members expreased
their regret that personal considerations have com-
plv:Ied Mr. Hale to declive the Postmaster-General-
ship.

Ex-Postmaster-General Creswell stated on leaving
the Cabinet meeting to-day, that he would act as
Postmaster-General until his successor should be
appointed, but he intended to ivsist upon leaving
the Department as soon as possible. Returning to
the Department be directed the First Assistant Mar-
shial to sign some documents presented to him, de-
elining to settle any questions or decide any matters
except such as were necessary to keep the Depart-
ment in operation with a responsible head. It is said
that a successor will be appointed in a few days,
MH. HALE'S RESIGNATION A SURPRISE—IINS HEALTIK

THE CAUSE OF TIE ACTION—TIIE PRESIDENT EX-
PRESSES REGHET AND  DISAPPOINIMENT—NO
AFPPUINTMENT YET MADE,

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.!

Wasmiyaron, July 1L.—Mr. Hale's resignation to-
day, of the Postmaster-Generalship, was quite as
much of asurprise as his appointment was, a week
ago. Dut one consideration governed lum in this
action, and that was, care for his health. Mr. Hale
is not a man of strong constitation and duoring jthe
past Winter, 0s o member of the Appropriations
Committee of the House, his labors were greater
than Lis strength warranted him in performing.
His first idea was to accept the place and request
Mr. Ureswell to remain in oflice a few months, until
he (Mr. Hale) conld obtain the noeded rest. This,
Mr. Creswell declined to do, and Mr, Hale did not
think it advisable to aceept the office and intrust
the work of the first quarter to an assistont, Io
then thonght he wonld accept and do the best he
could, until his health imprdved, and acted on this
idea. Bubsequently, he was advised by physicians
that it would be dangerous for him to remain in
Washington, hard at work, during the hot months,
His family also, is not in the best of health and so,
all things considered, he concluded to serve out his
term in Cougress, The President expressed much
regret and disappointment at Mr, Hale's determing-
tion to decline the portfolio of the Pest-Office De-
partment, but agreed with him that_the first cou-
sideration of apublic man should be to preserve his
health, The appointment of a successor was dis-
cussad in the Cabinet meeting, but no decision was
reached, It was expected that the President wounld
pelect a man to-day, but up to a late Lour this even-
ing, no appointment had been announced. The
plase will probably be given to O ngressman Glenni
Y. Scofficld of Peansylvania, if he will aceept it.

RN
A LONG CABINET SESSION.

MEASURES TAKEN FOR TAE EXECUTION OF NEW
LAWS—TIE PROPOSED REFORMS IN THE TREAS-
URY DEPARTMENT EXPLAINED — CHARLES F.
CONANT APPOINTED ABSISTANT SECRETARY,

|BY TELEGRAFH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Wasmsaron, July 1.—The Cabinet meeting to-
day was very long, the session continuing vearly
four hours, 1t was the first gathering of the Presi-
dent’s advisers gines Congress adjonrned and the
last before Gen. Grant's departure for Long Branch.
All the members of the Cabinet were present exeept
Secretary Robeson, who is in New-York., Several
laws passed during the last few days of the late
session of Congress required the attention of the
Cabinet, and the neccssury measures were taken
to secure their exeention. Beeretary Dristow
occupied mneh of the time of the session
in explaining the reforms he is making
in the Treasury Department and in arranging for
the necessary appointments,  The vacancy in the
Assistan: Secrotaryship of the Treasury was filled
by the ~ppointment of Chas. F. Conant, late Chief
of tue Warrant Division of ths Department, This
was o merited promotion, Mr. Conant began his
clerical life a8 a elerk in the War Department iu
1869, In October, 1865, he was transferred to the
Treasury Department and appointed Assistant Chief
of the Warrant Division. In 1870 be was promoted
10 the head of the division, aud since that time has
performed his dnties in a most satisfactory and efi-
cient manner, Mr, Conant is about 40 years of age
snd has resided with bis family in this city during
the past 12 years. He is a native of New-Hamnpshire.
The President at once confirmed the nommation, and
the Cabinet congratulated Sceretary Bristow on his
choice. Mr. Avery, the new Clief Clerk of the De-
partment, and Mr. Gilillan, the new Appointment
Clerk, both excellent men, aud both promoeted from
lower grades after long aud patient service, will
assume their positions to-morrow. The President
will remain here for a day or two, until public mat-
ters now under consideration are disposed of. In
the mean time, his cottage at Long Braunch has been
put iu excellent condition.

il

THE DISTRICT SAFE BURGLARY.
UNAUTHORIZED STATEMENTS REGARDING THE IN-
VEATIGATION=THE MATTER TO BE THOROUGHLY
SIFTED—A PRIMA FACIE CASE AGAINST HARRING-
TUN,

{BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Wasmsaros, July 1.—The report that the idw
Solivitor of the Treasury will not pursue the inves-
tigation of the cir tano:csattending the late safo
burglary in this city, beyoud an examination of Col.
Whitley, and that the Attorney-General will be con-
tent with hearing & statemené from Assistant Dis-
trict-Attorney Harrington, is not believed to haveo
boen authorized. The Invesiigating Comuittee ex-
amined both of those men, and they would
probably make the same statements they have
already made again. The only objeet that the Com-
wittes Liad in tarning over the case to the Executive
Departisents was thiat the investigation which they
began wight be pursued and the additional witnesses,
whossattendance the Committee would have secured
in & few days, fully examined. The power to pur-
sue this investigation was given to the Seeretary of
the Treasory and Attorney-General, at least by
inference, in the resolution which directed that cer-
tified copies of the testimouy be submitted to them.
The examination of the testimony in the Attoruey-
General's office has already proceeded fur enough to
make it slmost certain that Harrington will be re-
moved from his office within a few daya. The evi-
dence alrady taken is thought to be sufficient to

L make a prima facio case against him. The further
duty of the Attorney-(ieneral will be to see that the
proper steps are taken to bring the guilty persons to
trial. The additional wituesses are expected to
throw light npon tlis connection of the Secret Service
Burean with the aftair, and there need be no appre-

Bovhasies popeien.sako Unlhig vl kalin lale befommain. p

bension [ Seggtyry Buugiow will ot sce (hai the

investigation in his Department is a thorough and

searching one,
L ——

CURRENT TOPICS AT THE CAPITAL.

A MEETING OF THE TAX-PAYERS OF THE DIs-
TRICT,

VWasinsGroN, Wedneaday, July 1, 1974
A meeting of a number of the heaviest tax-payers
of the District was held to-uight at the Board of
Trade Rooms, when an association was formed to
give expression to the views and advocacy ot the
interests of those who eontribute to the District ex-
penses, to make such au appeal to Congress as may
induce that body to apportion justly the future
expenses  between  the  United States  and
the Districtk of Colinnbia, and to secure proper
economy, integrity, and striet accountability in
expenditures of money by appropriate legislation.
The harmony of the meeting was disturbed by the
appoiutment of two of the former members of the
Legislative Couneil on the Committee to reporta
basis of netion, several tax-payers vhjecting to them
s being coneerned with the late Governmont, the
acts of which were strongly eondemned. 1t was
stated in reply that these gentlemen were property-
holders, equally interested with all presen in the Dis-
trict affairs; that nothing had beeu shown to reflect
in the slightest degree nupon their integrity, and that
the oliject was to louk to fhe interests of the Dis-
trict in the future, without reference to the past.,
After a somewhat storiny debate, these gentlemen
retired from the Committee. Other elements of
diseord were introduced, ons being a resolution to
initiate proceedings for the protection of tax-payers
from the alleged tyranny and illegal acts of the late
District Government, and especially the Boaml
of Public Works, and another looking to the erim-
inal prosecution of officers who had acted in viola-
tion of law. These provositions were rejected on
the ground that they were not in acoordance with
the object of the mecting, Lt was said by thoss who

opposed them that if anyons knew of such illog
acks as charged, a resort should be had to the grand

jury, The concluding proceedings were orderly.
THE DISCIIARGE OF TBEABURY CLERK3.

Additional removals wers made fo-day in the
Treasury Department. The female employés, as
yeaterday, disenssed the subject with tearful eyes,
as they received the notification that their services
were no longer reqnired, owing to the reduction of
appropriations by Congress. The number of addi-

tional dismissals i8 75, mostly of mabes,
in the office of the Becretary of the
Treasury, the DBureans of Internal Revenue

and Customs, the 'Third Auditor's office and that of
Treasurer Bpinner, Mr. Goddard, assistant chief of
the Customa Division, was among those discharged.
The entire number dismissed is upward of six
handred. Many of those retained wers reduced to
clerkships of lower grads, ‘There will be no redue-
tion of force in the Land Ofice, though a few
chianges may be made, as also in the Post-Office De-
partment. Twenty-cight eight clerks in the
Division of Records and Pensions have heen  dis-
eharged from the  Surgeen-Gieneral's  Oflice,
and from his entire Department 202 will be dis-
charged, by reason of the law requiring the dis-
missal of all eivil service men and hospital stewnris.
Frowm this number, however, the Secretary of War
is allowed to select such men as may be needed and
to appoint them as regular elerks in the Department,
Among the removals yesterday was the driver of
Gen. Babeock’s carriage, who was ou the rolls as a
clerk or employé,

THE F[{I-JEI?'MES_:E g_.wr.\:r:s BASK TO I'E CLOSED.

P'he Trustees of the Freedmen's Bavings Bank of
this city, bave (heen considering the qnestion as to
whether the bank shoutd be continued in business,
or whether its cffeets, inelnding its bills receivable,
should be turned over to a Board of Commissioners,
as authorized by a late law, to be recommended by
them and appointed by the Secretary of the Treasu-
ry. They decided upon the latter course and will
recommend the appoiutment of Postmaster-General
Croswell, Robert Purvis of Philadelphia, and Mr.
Liepold of the Treasury Department. The Commis-
stoners will Teceive a salary of $3,000 a year each,
until the business 15 closed, -which will be an im-
mense saving to the ereditors, for the expenses of the
Lok as at prosent conducted, including its hraod li-
e8, nre ahout $00,000 a vear. The Trustees have no
doubt that the bank wi]] pay %0 cents on the dollar
of oll just elaims, as estimated by Bavk Exsutiner
Meigs, Depositors are warned by the Trustees not
to dispose of their books at o sacritice.

THE NEW FPENSION ACT,

The act approved June 18, 1874, entitled ** An act
to increase pensions intertain cases,” provides that
all persons who are now eutitled to pensions under
existing laws, and who have lost either an arm at
or above the elbow, or a leg at or above the kuee,
siall bo rated in the second class, and shall receive
£24 per month; provided that no artificial limbs or
commutation therefor shall be furnished to such per-
sons as shall be entitled to pensions nuder this aet.
This act, by its terms, was to tauke effect from aod
after June 4, 1§78, Gen. Baker, Commissioner of
Pensions, to-day sunounces that persons embraced
within the provisions of this aet can seeure the
benefits of the same without a formal application,
and without the infervention of an atforney. A
power of attorney will not be recognized in an ap-
plication for tho increase of pension provided by
this act. A letter from the pensioner addressed to
the Commissioner ot Pensions inclosing his pension
certificate and giving his Post-Office address will be
a suflicient presentation of his claim.

————
WASHINGTON NOTES.
WasHINGTON, Wednesday, July 1, 1974,

This mornlog & number of yellow covers coutalning
Aismisania were distriboted among employés of the
Patent Office, One of them fell to the lotof aclerk

named Brain., On the recelptof it he repaired to the
weidel rouwn and secured @ broomstick, to the end of
which e attached o bayouet, Then, after divestiog
limself of bis clothing, saviug ons under garment, bho
rushied through tue hull, dasting Bere and there and
attering incoherent sentences.  With some ditlionlty he
was taken 1o chargs and trassterred to his friesds, The
effiect of s dismissial prod porary losanity,

The Atlorney-ticneral has declded that under the sct
of June 16, 1874, uo puywent can be mude to any rallroad
company for the trausiurtation of troops or property of
the Unitad States, when ita ratlroad was constroetad, In
whole oF 1o part, by tuo aid of & gravt of pubilo lands,
DO ANY conditions us 1o the use of rallroads by the
United states. Toe remedy of such compauy, it it bas
auy, 8 by sult agaiust the Goveruwent la the Courtof
haims,

1t bas been discovered that forged orders for certifi-
cutes of pay due policewen and wewmbers of the Fire
Department bave Leen | 1 Ly, It 48 sudposed, some
one LAVIDE Access Lo the regular sLMLP of the Distriot
Countroller’s Office,  Tulrteeu months' pay is dae the
tremen, and It 18 thougut that Hfty per eent of this
wmount Las bLeen pald 1o certiilcates of Lo cuaracier

o,

Tukerest ot the Distriet of Columbla $4,000,000 loan
was belug pald te-day by the First Nutiooal Baok of
New-York, aud tho July interest on the eight p:““

{ Publle Wor
tmpeovement bonds of 1h0 o ovee Hoada iy e
to-dsy ab thu Metropulitan Bauk.

Ex Gov. Dennison and the Hon. Heory T. Blow had

an interview with the President te-day, wod (oformed

FINANOIAT, ELEMENTS.
e e
IMPORTANT SUITS, DEFAULTR, AND PRO-
JECTS,

SUITS FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF RECEIVERS OF THIW
ERIE RAILWAY AND NEW-YORK MRANCH OF THM
FREEDMEN'S BAVINGS BANK AND TRUST COMs,
PANY—DEFAULTS IN INTEREST BY TWO RALL~
ROADS—THE STUUK MARKET DEPRESSED,

Wall-st. was enlivened yesterdav by the institu-
tion of n snit against the Erie Railway O o
the complaint in which charged the present direets
ors with various illegal acts, and concluded with &
petition to set aside the 30,000,000 mortimge re-
cently executed by the Company. Following
closo npon this was the sunouncemcnt by
cablo of o defaslt of the Atlantic and
Great Western upon the July intercst of the firsk
mortgage bonda and the failure of the Indianapolis,
Bloomington and Wesiern to meet its intercst,
Another depressing ivcident is the litization with
which the Jocal branch of the Freedmen's Eaviogs
Institution is threatened. The Pacifie Mall Steam-
ship Company have ordered the construction of
three new vessels, each to cost $600,000. The stock
market was rather irregular and dull thronghont
the day. A eonvention of railroad leaders wae beld
to consider a freight tanf.

o ——
RAILROAD DEFAULTS.

FAILURE OF THE ATLANTIO AND GREAT WESTERN
RAILWAY COMPANY TO PAY TUE INTEREST ON
118 FIRST MOKRTGAGE BONDS,

Loxpoy, July 1,—The Attantic and Great Western
Railway Company bave declined to meeive and pay
to-day the coupons on their first mortgage bonds
The failure of the Atlantic and Great Western to pay
interest to-day on ite first mortgage bonds was nol
wholly onexpected. Inside parties bave been eom-
stant sellers of both Erie and Atlantie and Gread
Western ever since the return of Mr. MeHenry from
New-York, Thereisgreat anxioty to know the extend
to which Erie 18 involved by its icase of the Atlantig
and Great Western and its gnarantees of interesl
bonds, eash advances, ete, Rumors place (he figure
a8 high as seven millions.

BTATEMENT OF THE OFFICERS WERE.

Cable advices, yesterday, from Loudon, stated that the
financial agents of the Atlantie and Great Western
Rallroad Company refused to pay the coupons of that
corporation whieh fell dus yesterday and were pro-
sented, The oMcers of the Company In Wall-at,’ stated
that the eable advices were correct, and thal
the first mortgage coupons of the road would
not be paid, as the Company did vot bavg
the requisite funds, The Company had outstanding 1o
Europe, prineipally In England, about #15,000,000 of first
wortgage bonds, §10,000,000 of second mortgage bonds,
and §8,500,000 of third mortgage bonda, Tue interesi
hiad been pald on the first two clusses of bonds. On the
third cluse they bad oot pald auy loterest. [6 14 now
proposed to the hondholoers that the frst mortgnge cos
pous shall be funded Into a *deforred fnterest ™ bond,
bearing interest at the rate of & per cent per annum, to
be guaranteed by the rental aceruing  from
the lease of the Atlantie aud Great Western Rallroad to
the Erle, As the eonpons are the resnlts of lntere=tad
the rate of 7 per cent per aunuw, 1t s likely rhat laterest
on the deterred payment at 4 per cont per ansum will
be very satisfactory to the bondbolders, Tha
officers say that the leased lnes, rental and
trust coupons, first and second lssue, together with
deawn sinking fund bends and matured coupons, will
be patd at the Cowpany's sguocy o Londou on pro-
seatation,

The defanlt on the first mortgage bonds has exeited
constderable eomment in the stock market and in floan-
otul eiroles gonerally, but in Erie cireles the dofault Lus
been regarded as o foregone conelusion.

THE INDIANAPOLIS, ELOOMINGTON AND WESTEEN

BAILROAD,

The Ind polis, Bl wo aud Wesiern Ralleoad
defaulted on ita coupons yesterday, This was nol uBcx-
peeted, as the fallure of Turner Brotbers Lad revealed
the luck of funds 1o the treasury of the Compauy. It s
understopd that sowe propositlon for fundiog the coas
pons will bo suggested, and, if possible, carried vat,

e
STOCK AND RAILROAD INTERESTS,

DOWNWARD COURSE OF THE STOCK MARKET—A NOW
ACHEDULE OF FREIGHT CHARGES—CHANGES IN
THE ATLANTIC AND GREAT WESTERN—THKEE NEW
PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIPS,

The downward course of the stock market
was resumed  yesterduy morning, the setive stocks de-
climing from § to 1 per cent, under the pressure of ane
pouncements of defaults by saveral of the rullroads,
The Erle Htigation exeited considerable talk, and, with
tho report of the default on the coupons of the firss
mortguge honds, depressed the prices of the stock. Later
in the any there wa= u reacfon of from § to § per ecot ln
the general list. Although there 13 Do certuinty s o
the unmos selected for the Erie dircctory the fullowing
are some of the leading names agreed upon fur the uew
Board ¢

John Kiog, Viee-President of the Baltimore and Ohio;
Thomas A. Scott, Presldoeut of the Peunsyivania ; Hugn
1. Jewett, Member of Covgress from Oulo; 1L G, Blebs
vins, Prestdent of the P irk Commissloners ; . Suydam

Grant of the Grant Lovowoetive Works, Marshall O.
Hoberts, Jolin A, C. Gray, aud W, Butier Dunecan,

The following chaoges sud appolntments have been
made by the Atlante and Great Westeru Badlroud Come
pauy :

The Aeconnting Department of the New-York Oftes :;
this Company Will be -moved to the Geoeral Qilices
the Company at Meadville, Ponn. All commume itions
In rebs the basiness of the oMoe will bereailer Lo
widdressed to Thomas Wednock, Aulitor. Mr. Warnock
ham 4lso been appotuted seeretary of the Compauy, with
office at Meadville, Penu., vice A. Hogewiseh, resizned,
F, E .Ritman has been nppointed Tressurer of the
pany, with cffice at Meadville, Pevn. 8. F. Ubisorn hos
been appointed Assistaut Scooetary of  the Cowpany o4
{ts New-York office.

The representatives of the Erte, New-York Central,
Peunsylvania and Baltlmore and Olio Rallroads held o
meeting yesterdny at oue of the up-town hotels, and dis-
cussed the .question of a mew, schedule of freight
charges. Bt i understood that the disposithon 18 to
lower charges somewhat, Thomas A. Beott luformed o
TRIBUSE reporter last evening that they had ouly an
» fnformal talk,” and transacted no business whatever,

The all-rail loes to the Pacifie faally declared war
agninst the Pacific Mail on freights, and redoced the
rates through from New-York sud San Frauelsco on
some clasecs very bheavily,

Prestent Ressell Sage of the Pactfle Mall Bteamabip
Company sald yesterday thut the Company, haviog suo-
cedflod so well, are about to build three new steamers
to add to the fleet they already have atioat. Thess
stoamers, he says, are 10 be of the fluest kind for com-

fort, Vapeed, and eapacity, They will ba serew
stoamess, 8,000 tons Dburden, and  will cost
$000,000 ouch, or @ total  of  §1,800,000,

Tney will be bullt on the same model &8 the Clty of
Peking nod other vessels of her class, and are to be fine
lshed within iwelve mouths. One vossel will probably be
ven to Johin Roach for eopstruction, another to Posey,
ones & Co,, 8 the third (o sowe other coustra etor of
known capucity, Thess vesscla will be distribated in
o wanner that will best serve the lutereats of the Com-

uy.
"'n’; extended paper of Hoyt, Spragues & Co. was nck

L of thelr acceptauce of the ufico of O lusd
1ot the Lustrict of Columois, Mr. Cattell Luse doclived,

but Lis successor Lias nat yel been seleotend,

The Ountroller of the Currency bus called upon the
Nutlonu! Baoks for & report, exhibitlog thelr condition
at We close of business oo Friday, June 3.

The President Lins appoiuted Joshus B. Hill Uniird
States Mursbal for tbe Eastern Dustrict of North Our-
ulina.

THE MASRACHUSETTS LEGIELATURE.
Bostox, July 1.—The Massschusotts Legis-
Jaturs Wi in session tll 3:30 o'clock this mornlog, 8t
which hour the House of Representatives ndjournsd sine
die. The Sevate will close up ita business sud adjours
to-dny. mn{oln ascts passed was one decluring
wowen eligible to serve on Bchool Commitices.
e
THE NEW-YORK CESTRAL TAX SUITS.
CANANDAIGUA, July 1.—In the New-York
Central Rallroad Tax Hoits against Tos United Btates,
Judge Walluce to-day directed that s verdict be ren-
dered for the company, 0o the ground that lnierest cor-

tiflcates wre not taxable.

e —
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A SAVINGS BANK UNDERMINED,

AN APPLICATION TO BE MADE FOR THE APPOINTMENTY
OF A RECEIVER OF THY NEW-YORK BRANCH OF
THE FREEDMAN'S SAVINGS AND TRUST COMPANY.

It seems very likely that the Freedman's

Saviogs and Trust Company will wind up ite affaire

speedily, Orders were recsived from the National

Board of Trustees mansging the lostitution ot Wash-

\ngton o stop taking In aud paying ous money. Tbis

order hias already fuvolved the Company in s lawwult,

and proceedings will be begun elther for the appolot-
meut of & receiver or olse for throwiug the eoncern lute
baukruptey. Tho facts of the caso, aa far as secertained,

by EdmundE. Frice, atlorney
piog, for Lhe appointinent of &
wan's Saviags and Trust Com pany,
st, Mre. Mapplog bas bad for some
the Company smuounting to #ssi 7.
went to the ofice of the Company snd

(ustitution, acoordiog 10
mwand, but she gave them

Beiice, Bbe applied on Meoday for Ber meney, bes



